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Thirty-four Sophakama Primary 
School Grade 3 pupils graduated 
on Thursday June 8 from a one-

year English literacy programme run by 
a non-profit. 

Teachers, parents and volunteers 
cheered as each child walked on stage 
to get their certificates. Volunteers from   
Rogz Academy’s Books and Beyond pro-
gramme also gave each pupil a gift. 

Now in its second year, the programme 
is one of several Rogz Academy offers 
pupils at the Dunoon school.

One of the programme’s team leaders, 
Tracey Farquhar, said saying goodbye to 
the children after spending a year with 
them was hard but she was proud of their 
commitment. 

Volunteers met with the pupils in the 
school hall twice a week to do reading 
and writing exercises and play language 
games.

“With a little bit of help, they can reach 

their full potential. I’m very grateful to the 
volunteers for their continued support 
and the combined effort from the school 
and parents,” said Ms Farquhar.

The programme gives one-on-one 
attention to the pupils, although at the 
moment they have one volunteer for every 
two pupils. 

“We started with nine volunteers and 
18 children when the school was still run 
in prefab classes on the premises next 
door. We sat in the quad on little plastic 
chairs and very little resources,” said Ms 
Farquhar.

Over time they built up a collection 
of donated books and games. Now the 
school boasts a well-resourced library run 
by  librarian Noxy Mdini.

Another volunteer, Big Bay resident 
Louise Retief, wanted to do something for 
the community and tagged along when 
Rogz Academy visited the school.

“It’s rewarding to see how they improve 
with time and their comprehension,” she 
said.

Rogz Academy first got involved with 
Sophakama Primary through the Partners 
for Possibility programme in 2013. The 
programme partners business leaders with 
school principals (“Partners make learn-
ing possible,” Tabletalk, 25 November 
2015). 

Irene Raubenheimer, the director of 
the Rogz pet gear company, thanked 
Sophakama’s principal Sabelo Makubalo 
and staff for welcoming the company to 
the school.

Mr Makubalo encouraged the children 
to carry on reading and to reach far.

“We are glad that we were given the 
chance to be part of this programme,” 
he said. 

Rogz Academy also runs the Year 
Beyond Programme to improve the num-
eracy and literacy of 100 Grade 1 to 4 
pupils after school and Brain Boosters, a 
bridging programme for Grade 1s.

Visit www.rogz.com for more informa-
tion about the academy or find them on 
Facebook. 

■ Sophakama 
Primary School’s  
choir singing at 
the ceremony. 

■ From left are Ncediswa Jevu with her son, Siyasamkele Jevu, and 
Siyanda Mzani and Tracey Farquhar.

■ Asisipho Kaziwa, with her parents, Sisanda Tikana 
and Thobelo Kaziwa, and volunteer Claire Forrester.

Pupils complete literacy course

OWN CORRESPONDENT

The provincial Department of Health 
is embarking on a measles campaign as 
part of the world-wide effort to eradicate 
this debilitating illness.  

The campaign will run until the end 
of June and is aimed at all children 
younger than five years old. Even if 
their immunisations are up to date, they 
should receive a booster shot during this 
campaign.

The department said the best way to 

eradicate an infectious illness is to make 
sure that between 93% and 100% of 
people have immunity. This is known as 
herd immunity, and works by ensuring 
that when an illness is released into 
a community, those people who are 
exposed are protected. This is because a 
large number of immunised individuals 
act as a collective group preventing an 
illness from spreading. 

As part of the campaign, a consent 
form will be sent home with children 
who are enrolled in Grade R which 

parents need to sign and return to the 
school. 

The parents of children who are 
not at school or at an early childhood 
development centre can visit their local 
clinic or private health care provider.

The health teams that will be visiting 
crèches and pre-schools can only vaccin-
ate those children whose parents have 
given consent. 

For more information on this and 
other child health campaigns, log on to 
www.westerncape.gov.za/first-1000-days

Vaccination campaign to eradicate measles 


